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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 October 2001 . 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 25 October 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-2 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saliba (5,883,864) (hereinafter Saliba) . 

4. As per claim 1, Saliba shows the invention substantially 

as claimed having a library system (e.g., Figure 5) comprising a 
host computer (e.g., Figure 5, element 12), a library unit 
(e.g., Figure 5, element 100D) and a communication apparatus 
which connects said host computer and said library unit with 
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each other for communications (e.g., Figure 5, "SCSI" 
interconnections), characterized in that: 
said library unit comprises: a plurality of recording 
medium storage sections (e.g., Figure 5, elements 112); a 
plurality of recording medium reproduction sections which 
receive recording media which are stored in said recording 
medium storage sections and reproduce the recording media (e.g., 
Figure 5, elements 148-10 through 148-15); a recording medium 
transportation section for transporting the recording media 
each between said recording medium storage sections and 
said recording medium reproduction sections (e.g., Figure 5 
elements 114A and 114B) ; and a controller for controlling said 
recording medium reproduction sections and said recording medium 
transportation section (e.g., Figure 5, element 146D) , said 
plurality of recording medium storage sections are divided into 
a plurality of storage stations (e.g., Figure 5, a) elements 112 
in top half of element 100D and b) elements 112 in bottom half 
of element 100D) , said plurality of recording medium 
reproduction sections are divided into a plurality of 
reproduction stations (e.g., Figure 5, a) elements 148-10 
through 148-12 in top half of element 100D and b) elements 148- 
13 through 148-15 in bottom half of element 100D) , each storage 
station and the corresponding reproduction station constitute a 
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virtual unit (e.g. Figure 5, a) upper half of element 100D and 
b) bottom half of element 100D) . Saliba does not specifically 
show that the library unit includes one cabinet containing the 
various components but it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
that the components could have been incorporated into a single 
cabinet as the use of a cabinet to provide protection of various 
types to components therein is a well-known structure in the 
electronic field. Further, Saliba does not specifically show 
said host computer includes applications which correspond to 
said virtual units to control said virtual units individually 
but it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made that the host computer 
could include various programs to control the virtual units 
individually as Saliba shows that the host provides commands to 
the storage unit (e.g., col. 3, lines 59-62) and thus could 
control the individual virtual units thereby as a particular 
circumstance warranted by way of applications 
(programs) contained within the host. 

5. As per claim 2, it is rejected for reasons similar to those 
given above for claim 1 above. Saliba does not specifically show 
the utilization of a second library unit interconnected with the 
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host and a first library unit. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that a second library unit (similar to a 
first library unit per Figure 5, element 100D) could be added to 
the overall structure of Figure 5 in order to provide expanded 
and enhanced capabilities thereto. Each library unit includes 
(e.g., per Figure 5): a recording medium storage section (e.g. 
Figure 5, elements 112); a recording medium 
reproduction section which receives a recording medium 
which is stored in said recording medium storage section 
and reproduces the recording medium (e.g., Figure 5, elements 
148-10 through 148-15) ; a recording medium 
transportation section for transporting the recording 
medium between said recording medium storage section and 
said recording medium reproduction section (e.g., Figure 5 
elements 114A and 114B) ; and a controller for controlling said 
recording medium reproduction section and said recording medium 
transportation section (e.g., Figure 5, element 146D) . 
The multiple library unit structure does not specifically show 
that each library unit comprises one cabinet but it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the respective components could have 
been incorporated into cabinets as the use of a cabinet to 
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provide protection of various types to components therein is a 
well-known structure in the electronic field. Further, each 
library unit (e.g., Figure 5, element 100D) has at least a 
portion of said recording medium storage section and at least a 
corresponding portion of said recording medium reproduction 
section which constitute a virtual unit portion (e.g., Figure 5, 
a) element 100D (top half) or b) element 100D (bottom half)). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made that a virtual unit portion in 
said first library unit and a virtual unit portion in said 
second library unit could constitute one virtual unit in order 
to provide enhanced and expanded capabilities to the structure 
of Figure 5. Further, Saliba does not specifically show said 
host computer could include applications which 
correspond to said virtual units to control said virtual 
units individually but it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
that the host computer could include various programs to control 
the virtual units individually as Saliba shows that the host 
provides commands to the storage unit (e.g., col. 3, lines 59- 
62) and thus could control the individual virtual units thereby 
as a particular circumstance warranted by way of applications 
contained within the host. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Douglas 
M. Shute whose telephone number is (571) 272-3690. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be 
reached on (571) 272-3687. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an .application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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